NPDES Permits and Alaska




Agenda

* Opening Remarks
* Introductions

* Background on NPDES Permits and 301(h) Waivers
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NPDES Permits and CWA § 301(h)

* NPDES Permits




NPDES Permits and CWA § 301(h)

* CWA requires a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit to
discharge pollutants to waters of the US

e 1972 CWA amendments required publicly-owned treatment works to achieve
“secondary treatment” standards by 1977
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CWA § 301(h)

* Must meet a set of nine (9) statutory criteria and
corresponding regulations
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301(h) Criteria

1. Must have applicable WQS for 301(h) pollutants: BOD, TSS, pH
[40 CFR 125.61]

2. Discharge must not interfere with attainment or maintenance of
water quality which assures protection of public water supplies;
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301(h) Criteria

5. Applicable pretreatment requirements for sources introducing waste
into such treatment works must be enforced [40 CFR 125.65]

6. Pretreatment program must demonstrate it either: has in effect a
program that achieves secondary treatment equivalency, or that
industrial sources are in compliance with all applicable pretreatment
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301(h) Criteria

9. -Must achieve primary treatment (30% removal)
40 CER 125.60]

-Must meet State WQS and federal 304(a)(1) criteria at
edge of initial mixing area (i.e., Zone of Initial Dilution)
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CWA § 301(h) Nationally

» ~208 applicants made 1982 deadline
e ~87 withdrawn or no longer eligible

* ~76 applications denied
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CWA § 301(h) in Alaska

* R10 has nine 301(h) facilities, all in Alaska, mostly smaller




CWA § 301(h) in Alaska

North Anchorage (58 mgd; ~290k)
Whittier (0.3 mgd; ~1k)
Skagway (0.63 mgd; ~1k;)
Haines (2.9 mgd; ~1.7k)
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Permitting Process

e Review NPDES and 301(h) reapplications
* Review effluent, receiving water, and biological data

* Determine if applicant continues to meet CWA §
301(h)(1-9)




301(h) Decision

* Approval of waiver would renew the 301(h)-modified
permit




Where are we in the 301(h) process?
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Status and Next Steps

* Permit development underway for: Ketchikan,
Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka, Skagway, and Haines.




Resources

(EPA 842-B-94-007)
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